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Reflection
The article studied is written by Peter Phan titled ‘method in liberation theologies’. The primary aim of this text is to show how theology has evolved and ways liberation or togetherness would be ensured.  Phan begins by stating that there has been the development of various theology approaches, which are different and take varying paths, but the destination is one, to ensure unity (Phan, 2000). The author also says that unlike the past, future historians will claim that Christian theology is a much influential movement since 20th century after reformation. Apart from that, it is now considered a threat to democracy and the capitalist system because it has a number and also covers a wide range of issues in society. Phan adds that theology has to cooperate with disciplines such as the social sciences. For example, to understand poverty among other issues facing African Americans, the black theory had to be used. Besides, stories of the past should consider if theology is to function correctly.  The stories would be retrieved from historical books, enabling people to understand the meaning beneath the surface (Phan, 2000). Therefore, Phan insists that theology is growing, and there is a need for cooperation with other disciplines and also read past stories.
The author then describes how the information collected above is interpreted. The hermeneutical circle is used, which involves experiencing reality, application of the experiences to theology, adoption of theology reality, and the renewal of faith (Phan, 2000). After interpretation, meditation is needed where theology is considered a science where theory is integrated with practice. With the right meditation, the correspondence of the relationship model is explained, where the Christians apply the grabbed knowledge in the day to day lives. Finally, the author discusses practical mediation, where ideas on social commitment, praxis criterion of truth, and the association between theory and praxis are elaborated. In social responsibility, theologians have to take part in societal activities, integrate theory and practice, and also ensure solidarity with the people. Besides, the aspects should be flexible to ensure that the bible teachings are in line with the present experiences. Phan believes that the application of the above process leads to the liberation of theologies.
One observation about the text is that Phan focuses on the need to ensure cooperation between theology and other departments. Even though theology is gaining power over the years, working alone is unhealthy in addressing the problems facing society. The author also emphasizes the integration of theory and practice, where the teaching learned is applied in the day to day activities. For instance, when the past stories show that African Americans suffer due to racism and discrimination, theology should engage biblical teachings in changing the situation.  Thus, theology should be flexible since the world is dynamic to ensure that the instructions are practical.
In my view, Phan's text is reliable in ensuring the liberation of theologies. I agree with the author that though varying approaches are developed; the goal is one, which is to change the negative aspects of society. As at that, theologians ought to understand the expected outcome and therefore apply the strategies that lead to the achievement of the goals. I also agree with the writing that discipline can only achieve its goals in cooperating with the rest. For example, the social sciences identify the problems in society and the causes while theology solves the issues by ensuring social commitment.
Some of the questions rising in reading the text are:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How does theology deal with challenges in cooperating with other disciplines?
· What achievements has the discipline acquired?
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